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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)
emergency response report has been prepared under the provisions of Technical Direction Document
(TDD) Numbers (Nos.) TTEMI-05-001-0061 and TTEMI-05-001-0063, which the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 (EPA) assigned to the Tetra Tech EM Inc. (Tetra Tech)
Region 4 Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) under Contract No. EP-W-
05-054. The overall scope of these TDDs, monitored by EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Dr. James
Webster, was to respond to the Pooler Elementary and Holly Street Mercury Spills. Although these
projects were issued under separate TDDs, this report addresses emergency response activities
conducted at both sites because of the similar background associated with each. Specific elements of
these TDDs included providing personnel and equipment to respond to a release of mercury involving
an clementary school, as well as local residences; preparing a health and safety plan; coordinating
sampling activities with the Task Monitor; conducting air monitoring using Lumex 915+ mercury
vapor analyzers (Lumex); assisting with the implementation of Incident Command System (ICS);
preparing written and photographic documentation of emergency response activities; and preparing a

draft/final report upon completion of response activities.

This CERCLA emergency response report discusses the site background (see Section 2.0), emergency
response activities (see Section 3.0), and provides a summary of response activities (see Section 4.0).
Appendix A provides figures that illustrate locations of response activities. Appendix B provides the
logbook notes documenting response activities. Appendix C provides a photographic log
documenting response activities. Appendix D provides an electronic copy of the video documenting
the public meeting held during response activities. Appendix E provides a table of witnesses
associated with this response. Attachment 1 provides an electronic copy of the database maintained
during response activities. Attachment 2 provides various newspaper articles gathered during
response activities. Attachment 3 provides a copy of the National Response Center (NRC) incident

report for these incidents.

2.0 BACKGROUND

On June 10, 2008, a student reportedly brought elemental mercury to the Pooler Elementary School in
Pooler, Chatham County, Georgia (see Figure 1). According to school officials, students initially
played with the mercury in a classroom, the cafeteria, and in the school gymnasium during a

graduation dance held later that day. On June 11, 2008, the NRC received a call regarding the
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incident, which was assigned Incident Report No. 873821 (see Attachment 3). The NRC report
indicated that an estimated volume of one teaspoon (approximately 1 pound) of mercury had been
spilled. The Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Environmental Protection Division
(EPD) responded to the incident and subsequently requested EPA assistance to assess the extent of

contamination.
3.0 EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITIES

On June 11, 2008, Tetra Tech START mobilized to the site and met with representatives from EPA;
Georgia EPD; local fire, police, and health departments; and the Pooler Elementary School. ICS
protocols were implemented to organize, manage, and coordinate response efforts among the entities
involved. Unified command for this response was provided by EPA, Georgia EPD, and the Chatham
County Board of Education Campus Police. Based on recommendations from the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry, EPA has established a preliminary attainment goal of 1,000

. 3 . . .
nanograms per cubic meter (ng/m”) of mercury for indoor ambient air.

Response activities consisted of the following four primary functions: Pooler Elementary School
assessment and cleanup activitics; offsite property assessment and cleanup, including residences,
daycare facilities, and businesses; inventory and screening of personal items, including vehicles and
clothing; and community involvement. These functions are discussed further in the following

subsections.
3.1 POOLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASSESSMENT AND CLEANUP ACTIVITIES

The Pooler Elementary School consists of five buildings (Wings 1 through 4 and the Whittaker
Gymnasium) and four ancillary modular trailers used as offices, classrooms, and storage space (sce
Figure 2). On June 11, 2008, Tetra Tech START initiated screening activities at the school using a
Lumex mercury vapor analyzer, with a detection limit of 2 ng/m’ and a maximum sensitivity of 50,000
ng/m’. Monitoring was performed using a single 10-second average determined by the Lumex at each
location. Initial screening activities in each building and trailer indicated the following mercury vapor

concentrations:

e Mercury vapor concentrations in Wing 1 ranged from 1,100 to 40,000 ng/m’, with the highest
readings identified in: the janitor’s closet next to the girls’ room (40,000 ng/m*); Room 2
(14,000 ng/m’), where some students reportedly had played with the mercury; and a floormat

near the building entrance between Rooms 6 and 7 (25,000 ng/m®).
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e Mercury vapor concentrations in Wing 2 ranged from 644 to 50,000 ng/m’, with the highest
readings identified in the janitor’s closet (50,000 ng/m’) and a floormat near the building
entrance between Rooms 26 and 31 (10,000 ng/m”).

e Mercury vapor concentrations in Wing 3 ranged from 418 up to 2,000 ng/m’, with the highest
readings identified in Room 21 and on the floormats inside and outside of the east end of the
wing.

e Mercury vapor concentrations in Wing 4 ranged from 109 to 500 ng/m”.

e Mercury vapor concentrations in the Whittaker Gymnasium were 90,000 ng/m’ at the east
entrance to the building.

e  Mercury vapor concentrations in the four ancillary modular trailers ranged from 4 to 225

ng/m’.

Based on discussions with school officials regarding the incident and the results of initial screening
activities, EPA directed Environmental Restoration LLC, the Emergency and Rapid Response
Services (ERRS) contractor, to initiate cleanup activities focusing on Wings 1 and 2, as well as the
gymnasium. Cleanup activities included removal of items suspected contaminated such as carpet,
floormats, drains, desks, book bags, and other small items; these were staged outside on plastic and
allowed to heat and vent in an attempt to “bake” the mercury vapor from the items. Portable heaters
and fans were also used to heat and vent contaminated rooms, when necessary. Ventilation systems

remained off during response activities.

ERRS continued cleanup activities at the school from June 12 through 23, 2008. Throughout cleanup
activities, periodic monitoring of hot spot arcas was conducted to determine the effectiveness of

remediation efforts. The following paragraphs summarize remediation efforts during the response.

Wing 1: Cleanup activities in Wing | involved remediation efforts throughout the building. Efforts
initially focused on the janitor’s closet and Room 2, but also included several other arcas of the
building. During the response, a heating and venting technique was used to assist in vaporizing and
clearing the mercury from the building. Floormats and other items that indicated high concentrations
of mercury were considered potential sources of mercury vapors and were removed from the building.
Specifically targeted were numerous t-shirts made for graduating students that had been temporarily

stored in a closet where the mercury had spilled.

In the janitor’s closet, equipment such as mops and buckets that the janitorial staff had used during the

school’s cleanup efforts was found to be highly contaminated and removed from the building. Drains
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in the janitor’s closet were flushed and the closet was scrubbed with mercury-cleaning solution in an
attempt to lower mercury concentrations. Multiple cleanings and subsequent rescreenings of the sink
and associated drains in the janitor’s closet were necessary before the attainment goal of 1,000 ng/m’

was achieved.

Room 2, where some students reportedly had played with the mercury, was completely cleared of all
items, including carpet, desks, chairs, and miscellaneous small items. In addition, a mercury vacuum
and mercury-cleaning solution were used in an attempt to reduce mercury concentrations in this room.
Despite these efforts, mercury concentrations remained high in this classroom, and the decision was
made to apply epoxy paint to the floor throughout Room 2. This measure succeeded in significantly

reducing mercury concentrations.

Final clearance testing in Wing 1 performed by START on June 20, 2008, indicated mercury
concentrations that ranged from 75 to 984 ng/m’ — below the removal action level of 1,000 ng/m’.
However, a steady increase of concentrations was observed in several locations throughout the testing
period, including the main hallway, the cafeteria, the boys™ and girls” rooms in the eastern portion of
the building, and the main office. Because of concerns regarding a potential source of mercury vapors
still in the building, EPA and START conducted further screening in these arcas. Based on these
screening results, EPA directed ERRS to conduct additional cleanup activities in Wing 1, including
removal of carpet from the main office and use of mercury-cleaning solution in the boys’ and girls’
rooms, and in the cafeteria. Following these actions, EPA conducted additional screening and
determined that mercury concentrations were significantly lower throughout the building, including
the main hallway. As a result, Wing | was declared clear and returned to the school representatives

for occupancy.

Wing 2: Cleanup activities in Wing 2 focused on the area in and around the janitor’s closet located in
the middle of the building. Equipment such as mops and buckets that the janitorial staff had used
during the incident was found highly contaminated and removed from the building. Drains in the
janitor’s closet were flushed with mercury-cleaning solution in an attempt to lower mercury
concentrations, as were the floors inside and outside the closet. Similar to the janitor’s closet in Wing
1, the sink and associated floor drain in Wing 2 required multiple cleanings and subsequent
rescreenings before the attainment goal of 1,000 ng/m’ was achieved. The west hallway and bathroom

also needed multiple cleaning efforts before clearance testing could begin.

Final clearance testing in Wing 2 performed by START on June 18, 2008, indicated mercury
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concentrations that ranged from 149 to 893 ng/m* — below the removal action level of 1,000 ng/m’.

As a result, Wing 2 was declared clear and returned to the school representatives for occupancy.

Wing 3: Cleanup activities in Wing 3 focused on a few floor mats at the east end of the wing and a
rug in the media center. Floor mats at the entrances to this building were identified to contain high
concentrations and were removed from the building along with other items. Other cleanup efforts

conducted in this wing included ventilation of the building prior to initiating clearance testing.

Final clearance testing in Wing 3 performed by START on June 15, 2008, indicated mercury
concentrations that ranged from 31 to 414 ng/m’ — below the removal action level of 1,000 ng/m®. As

a result, Wing 3 was declared clear and returned to the school representatives for occupancy.

Wing 4: Cleanup activities in Wing 4 were limited to removal of floor mats from the entrances to this

building.

Final clearance testing in Wing 4 performed by START on June 15, 2008, indicated mercury
concentrations that ranged from 2 to 313 ng/m’ — below the removal action level of 1,000 ng/m’. As

a result, Wing 4 was declared clear and returned to the school representatives for occupancy.

Whittaker Gymnasium: Cleanup activities in the gymnasium required extensive efforts and
involved the use of mercury vacuums and mercury-cleaning solutions to scrub the entire floor. The
arcas where the gym floor connected with the walls were particularly difficult to clean. Ultimately,
epoxy paint was applied to the floor of the gymnasium, as well as the boys” room because of
continued concentrations of mercury above 1,000 ng/m’. In addition, elevated concentrations of
mercury were detected on numerous athletic balls and padded mats that were also removed from the

building.

Final clearance testing in the Whittaker Gymnasium performed by START on June 23, 2008, indicated
mercury concentrations that ranged from 93 to 447 ng/m’ — below the removal action level of 1,000
ng/m’. As a result, the Whittaker Gymnasium was declared clear and returned to the school

representatives for occupancy.
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Outlying Modular Trailers (Rooms 16 through 19 and 33 through 36): Based on initial screening
results, no cleanup activities were required in the outlying modular trailers. Throughout the response,
these structures were used to manage cleanup operations or remained locked and under restricted

access to eliminate the potential for introduction of transient mercury contamination.

Final clearance testing in the outlying modular trailers performed by START on June 23, 2008,
indicated mercury concentrations that ranged from 2 to 183 ng/m’® — below the removal action level of
1,000 ng/m’®. As a result, the outlying modular trailers were declared clear and returned to the school

representatives for occupancy.
3.2 OFFSITE PROPERTY ASSESSMENT AND CLEANUP ACTIVITIES

By the second day of the response, the need for additional teams was apparent to expedite assessment
activitics. Each day revealed new information regarding the incident, and the number of offsite
property assessments quickly grew from approximately 25 to more than 100 properties. As a result,
additional EPA and START personnel were mobilized to assist with the response, particularly offsite
property assessment activities, which included screening local residences, daycare facilities, and
commercial facilities where contact with the mercury may have occurred or concerns regarding the
mercury spill existed. These locations included the homes of teachers and students, as well as other

facilities where students may have visited following the incident.

Offsite property assessment activities were conducted by each team using a Lumex and wearing
appropriate personal protective equipment, including tyvek booties to minimize contact with potential
mercury sources. Ventilation systems were temporarily turned off to allow air inside the structures to
equilize, and initial air monitoring readings were obtained from inside the doorway of each property.
The floors, followed by the breathing zone, were then monitored throughout each property in attempts
to retrace the steps of any potentially contaminated individual. Additional readings were collected
from point sources where mercury or mercury vapors are commonly found, such as book bags,
clothes, shoes, washers and dryers, sinks, and vacuum cleaners. Lumex readings obtained from each
property were recorded and later transferred to the database maintained during response activities.
The database was used to evaluate whether cleanup activities were required. Attachment 1 provides

an electronic copy of the database.

A total of 115 offsite properties were assessed during response activities and were classified into the

following three categories: high level-of effort (LOE) propertties; intermediate LOE properties; and
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low LOE properties. Figure 3 in Appendix A illustrates the locations of offsite properties assessed
during response activities. The following subsections provide further detail regarding each of these

categories.
3.2.1 High LOE Properties

High LOE properties include those properties at which mercury was identified at concentrations above
1,000 ng/m’ and where more extensive cleanup efforts were required. Four high LOE properties were
identified:

e 1206 Estates Way: This property was identified as the “source house™ and required cleanup
activities that were monitored and reported by TN & Associates, Inc. Cleanup activities
conducted from June 11 through 19, 2008, included temporary relocation of the residents, as
well as removal and replacement of a washing machine and dryer, carpet, and portions of an
interior wall of the house. Final clearance testing for this property on June 19, 2008, indicated
mercury concentrations that ranged from 66 to 786 ng/m”.

e 612 Holly Street: Initial mercury concentrations over 50,000 ng/m’ were identified inside the
washing machine and vacuum cleaner, and over 900 ng/m” in the child’s bedroom. Cleanup
activities conducted from June 16 through 19, 2008, included removal and replacement of a
washing machine, vacuum cleaner, carpet, and various personal items. Final clearance testing
for this property on June 21, 2008, indicated mercury concentrations that ranged from 8 to 89
ng/m’.

e 50 Stephen S. Green Drive: This property involved a hotel room at the Candlewood Suites,
where initial mercury concentrations were identified up to 2,300 ng/m’; the elevated readings
were detected primarily in blankets and the carpet in the hotel room where the children
reportedly had played following the school dance. Cleanup activities at this property involved
relocation of the residents to another hotel room, and heating and venting of the room to
reduce mercury concentrations. In addition, personal belongings were screened with the
Lumex. Some items had to be disposed of, while the remaining items were returned. Final
clearance testing for this property on June 21, 2008, indicated mercury concentrations that
ranged from 131 to 230 ng/m’.

e 216 Pink Dogwood Lane: Although screening results for the residence at this property
indicated mercury concentrations that ranged from 3 to 350 ng/m’, additional screening of the
vehicle and numerous personal items from this property indicated mercury concentrations

above the attainment goal of 1,000 ng/m’. As a result, the vehicle and personal items were

@ TETRA TECH gl TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)
TTEMI-05-001-0063 (Holly Street Mercury Spill)




removed from the property and taken to the school staging area for cleanup activities. The
seats and floormats were removed from the vehicle and allowed to heat and vent in the sun
along with personal items, which were placed in plastic bags to assist with heating and
venting. Eventually, screening results indicated mercury concentrations below 1,000 ng/m’
for the seats, and they were re-installed in the vehicle. However, the floor mats continued to
indicate mercury concentrations above 1,000 ng/m’, and thus were disposed of and replaced
with new mats. Personal items from this property were rescreened periodically, and those that
indicated mercury concentrations below 1,000 ng/m® were returned to the owners, while those
that continued to indicate concentrations above 1,000 ng/m’ were inventoried and entered into

the database prior to disposal.
3.2.2 Intermediate LOE Properties

Intermediate LOE properties include those propertics at which elevated mercury was identified at
concentrations above 1,000 ng/m’ but which required only limited cleanup activities, such as removal
of minor quantities of personal items and, in some instances, cleaning or removal and replacement of a
washing machine or dryer. When personal items were removed, they were returned to the staging area
where, if possible, they were heated and vented to reduce mercury concentrations prior to being
returned to the owner. If a reduction in mercury concentrations was not achievable, the items were
inventoried and photographed prior to disposal so that the owner could be reimbursed for each item.

In instances where washing machines indicated contamination, a mercury-cleaning solution was
flushed through the washing machine, followed by multiple rinse cycles, and the machine was allowed
to dry naturally. Additional screening was conducted of the washing machine until mercury
concentrations were below 1,000 ng/m’. Dryers that indicated elevated mercury concentrations were
scrubbed using a mercury-cleaning solution, rinsed, and allowed to dry prior to being rescreened.
However, four washing machines and one dryer at intermediate LOE properties required replacement
because attempts to clean them were unsuccessful; in these instances, the appliances were removed

and replaced with new items. Twenty-nine intermediate LOE properties were identified as listed

below:
e 134 Arbor Village Drive e 115 Dowd Street
e 122 Ashwood Drive e 421 East Mell Street
e 1515 Benton Boulevard (Apt 2211) e 117 East Whatley Street
e 19 Blackberry Lane e 122 Fire Thom Lane
e 483 Copper Creck Circle e 219 Grasslands Drive
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e 2 Haydens Court

e 612 Manden Lane

e 123 Manor Row

e 328 Moore Avenue

e 133 Nandina Way

e 1517 Osprey Point Circle
e 108 Pampas Drive

e 123 Pampas Drive

e 259 Pampas Drive

e 5 Roberts Street

3.2.3 Low LOE Properties

145 Runner Road

312 Silverbrook Circle
317 Silverbrook Circle

9 Splitleaf Court

306 Symons Street

7 Tea Olive Circle

114 Timberland Gap

120 White Dogwood Lane

86 Yellow Jasmine Court

Low LOE properties include those properties at which screening results indicated mercury

concentrations below 1,000 ng/m®. These properties did not require cleanup activities and were

cleared for occupancy. Eighty-two low LOE properties were identified as listed below.

76 Al Henderson Boulevard
e 16 Arbors Circle

e 157 Arbor Village Drive

e 162 Arbor Village Drive

e 163 Arbor Village Drive

e 65 B Court

e 1515 Benton Boulevard (Apt 1921)
e 607 Benton Drive

e 200 Brighton Woods Drive
e 115 Busbridge Cove

e 6 Cassidy Court

e 301 Cherry Street

e 4 Chestnut Street

e 506 Cliff Drive

e 607 Cliff Drive

e 3 Conservation Drive

e 408 Copper Creck Circle

418 Copper Creck Circle
482 Copper Creck Circle
7 Crystal Lake Drive
1602 Dean Forest Road
1 East Gazebo Lane
1705 East Highway 80
305 East Tietgen Street
115 East Whatley Street
119 East Whatley Street
321 East Whatley Street
154 Fire Thorn Lane
204 Garden Acres Way
7336 Garfield Street
404 Gleason Court

422 Gleason Court

503 Gleason Avenue

519 Gleason Avenue
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213 Holly Avenue

405 Holly Avenue

121 Hunter Lane

165 Isaac LaRoche Drive
213 James Road

130 Longleaf Circle

313 Manden Road

608 Manden Lane

405 Musket Court

103 Nandina Way

136 Nandina Way

159 Nandina Way

4 Night Herron Way

110 North Chestnut Street
210 North Newton Avenue
114 North Skinner Avenue
119 North Skinner Avenue
205 North Skinner Avenue
5090 Old Louisville Road
1314 Osprey Point Circle
7 Pinchurst Lane

139 Pineview Crossing
105 Pinewood Drive

212 Pink Dogwood Lane

218 Pink Dogwood Lane
219 Pink Dogwood Lane
1132 Plantation Road

80 Railroad Avenue

14 Ravenwood Way

508 Rogers Street

225 Rothwell Street
231B Rothwell Street
411 Sangrena Drive

290 Shearhouse Road
297 Silverbrook Circle
299 Silverbrook Circle
214 Symons Street

10 Tea Olive Circle

129 Titleist Circle

119 Village Lake Drive
162 Village Lake Drive
166 Village Lake Drive
188 Walter Samuel Road
321 West Collins Street
416 West Whatley Street
122 White Dogwood Lane
419 Winskie Road

505 Wyndmer Place

3.3 INVENTORYING AND SCREENING OF PERSONAL ITEMS

Concurrent with assessment and cleanup activities at the school and offsite properties, screening of
personal items and vehicles was conducted in the parking lot of the school. Initially, these activities
focused on the vehicles and personal items owned by teachers, school officials, and students who had
entered Room 2 in Wing 1. Subsequently, these activities were opened to all members of the
community who may have come into contact with mercury in the school or gymnasium, as well as

those who simply had concerns regarding potential for mercury contamination.
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On a daily basis, START personnel were staged in the parking lot of the school to screen vehicles and
personal items owned by local residents registered at the school as they arrived. Personal items and
vehicles were screened using a Lumex and were returned to the owners when screening results
indicated mercury concentrations below 1,000 ng/m®. During screening activities at the school, no
vehicles indicated mercury concentrations above 1,000 ng/m’. In instances where screening results for
personal items indicated mercury concentrations above 1,000 ng/m3, the items were inventoried,
placed in a plastic bag, and staged to allow heating and venting to occur. Periodically, bagged items

were re-screened to determine whether heating and venting activities had been effective.

Upon completion of screening activities, owners were notified of the status of their items and offered
the opportunity to pick up those items with mercury concentrations below 1,000 ng/m’. Items with
mercury concentrations remaining above 1,000 ng/m’, as well as those items with mercury
concentrations below 1,000 ng/m’ not picked up by the owners, were disposed of, and the database

was updated to reflect the disposition so the items could be included in the reimbursement process.
34 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES

At EPA’s request, Tetra Tech START provided support for the following community involvement

activities throughout the response:

e  Supporting Unified Command and, in particular, the EPA Public Information Officer (P10) in
gathering, organizing, maintaining, and disseminating information regarding assessment and
cleanup efforts.

e (Coordinating access agreements with local residents and businesses during screening and
cleanup activities at offsite properties.

e Scheduling assessment teams for screening activities at offsite properties, including cleanup
activities conducted by ERRS that were required based on screening results.

e Coordinating the return of personal items to local residents following completion of screening
activities, including notifying residents of the status of items available for return.

e Tracking the status of contaminated items not returned due to elevated concentrations of
mercury, including obtaining signatures from affected residents in accordance with the
reimbursement process.

o Working with database managers to ensure accurate representation of the status of personal
items and offsite properties.

¢ Providing support to EPA during the public meeting on June 17, 2008, at a nearby middle

TETRA TECH 11 TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)

TTEMI-05-001-0063 (Holly Street Mercury Spill)



school to answer questions and respond to concermns raised by community members. Activities
included preparing signs to advertise the meeting, registering attendees, addressing questions
raised during the meeting, and providing written and videotaped documentation of the

meeting.
4.0 SUMMARY

On June 10, 2008, EPA was notified of a mercury spill at the Pooler Elementary School in Pooler,
Chatham County, Georgia. On June 11, EPA conducted an assessment of the situation and initiated an
emergency response to address contamination identified both at the school and at offsite properties in
the vicinity of the school. START and ERRS resources were mobilized to conduct assessment and
cleanup activities. The response included four primary functions: assessment and cleanup of the
school; assessment and cleanup of offsite properties; inventory and screening of personal items; and

community involvement activities.

Assessment and cleanup activities at the school from June 11 through 24, 2008, involved standard
methods used for mercury spills — including use of mercury vacuums and mercury-cleaning
solutions, and heating and venting of contaminated items. In addition, epoxy paint was used to seal
floor surfaces in Wing | and the Whittaker Gymnasium when other cleanup tactics did not achieve the
attainment goal of 1,000 ng/m’. Items that could not be cleaned to this attainment goal were
inventoried and scheduled for reimbursement in accordance with federal policies. Clearance testing
for the various buildings associated with the school was conducted from June 15 through 23, 2008.
Based on the results of the clearance testing, EPA met with representatives from the Pooler
Elementary School and the Chatham County Board of Education and conducted a final walkthrough of
the building; the school was subsequently cleared for occupancy. On June 24, 2008, EPA attended a
meeting with Chatham County Board of Education officials to review the response and address

remaining concerns.

Assessment and cleanup activities at offsite properties were conducted to address transient mercury
contamination that existed at various locations in the vicinity of the school, including the “source
house™ where the mercury had originated. During response activities, 115 offsite properties were
assessed using a Lumex to conduct mercury screening, and were subsequently categorized as high
LOE properties, intermediate LOE properties, or low LOE properties, depending on the extent of
cleanup activities required. Cleanup activities at three of the four high LOE properties included

temporary relocation of residents. Removal and replacement of contaminated items occurred at each
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of the four high LOE properties. Cleanup activities at the 29 intermediate LOE properties were
limited to removal of contaminated personal items and, in some instances, cleaning or removal and
replacement of contaminated washing machines or dryers. A total of 82 low LOE properties identified
during assessment activities required no cleanup efforts because screening results indicated mercury

concentrations below the attainment goal of 1,000 ng/m”.

Personal items were inventoried and screened at the school property throughout the response. These
activities included screening personal items and vehicles brought by school representatives and local
residents who may have come into contact with mercury during the incident. As these items arrived,
START screened each item or vehicle using a Lumex to determine mercury concentrations.
Throughout screening activities conducted at the school, no vehicles were found to contain mercury
concentrations above the attainment goal of 1,000 ng/m®. Personal items found to contain
concentrations above the attainment goal were placed in plastic bags and staged in the sun to allow
heating and venting to occur in an attempt to reduce mercury concentrations. If concentrations were
reduced below the attainment goal, those items were returned to the owners. Items with mercury
concentrations remaining above the attainment goal were inventoried for reimbursement in accordance
with federal policies and then disposed. Attachment 1 provides an electronic copy of the database

used to track screening results throughout the response.

Community involvement activities were conducted throughout the response to gather, organize,
maintain, and disseminate information regarding the status of assessment and cleanup efforts. These
activities were managed under Unified Command by EPA’s P10, and included coordination among
local, state, and federal agencies. Specific activities included coordinating with school officials
regarding progress of cleanup efforts at the school, obtaining access agreements for assessment and
cleanup activities at offsite properties, and coordinating the screening and eventual return or disposal
of contaminated personal items. In addition, EPA’s PIO arranged for temporary relocation of

residents who were displaced because of cleanup activities at their homes.

On June 24, 2008, Tetra Tech START demobilized from the site.
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APPENDIX A

FIGURES
(Three Pages)

Figure 1 — Site Location
Figure 2 — Building Layout (Pooler Elementary School)
Figure 3 — Offsite Property Assessment Locations
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“Quidoor writing products for outdoor writing people.”

O

RECYCLABLE

paper craatad {0 shed water and enhance the
written image. It is widely.used throughout the wond
for secording critical field data in &l kinds of weathpr.

Available in a variety of standard and custam‘printad
case-bound field books, looss leaf, spira and staplad
notebooks, multi-cepy sets and copier paper.

For best results, use a pendil or an all-waather pan.

“Rite in the Rain" - A unique All-Weather Writing |.

a-product of

J. L. DARLING CORPORATION
Tacoms, WA 98424.1017 USA
(253) 922-5D00 + FAX (253) 922-5300
www.RiteinthaRain.com

Iterm No. 391
|SBN 1-932148-22-8
@

US PAT NC: 6,863,940

2281 39111| 1
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ALL-WEATHER WRITING PAPER
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Project

Clear Vinyl Protective Slipcovers (item Ne. 30) are available for this style of noteboolk.
Heips protect your notebook from wear & tear, Contact your dealer or the J. L. Darling Corporation
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"Rite in the Raln” - A unique All-Weather Writing
paper creatad to shed water and anhance the
written image. i is widely used throughput the world
for rectrding oritfical Thelt deta in all kinds of wealher,

Available in a variaty of standard and oustom printad
case-bound fietd books, loesa leaf, spiral and staplad
notebooks, muli-copy sets and copier paper.
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a product of
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APPENDIX C

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG
(29 Pages)

@ TETRA TECH TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)
TTEMI-05-001-0063 (Holly Street Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 1
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northeast Date: June 19, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brian Croft, Tetra Tech

Main entrance to the Pooler Elementary School on the south side of Wing 1.

@ TETRA TECH B-1 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:

Photographer:

Subject:
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Bugpeay

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 2
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

East Date: June 19, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brian Croft, Tetra Tech

Sign adjacent to the main entrance to the Pooler Elementary School on the south side
of Wing 1 that advertised the school dance held in the Whittaker Gymnasium
following the mercury spill.

@ TETRA TECH B-2 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 3
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northeast Date: June 12, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Interior of the Clinic located in Wing 1.

@ TETRA TECH B-3 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 4
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northeast Date: June 12, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Interior of the Main Office located in Wing 1, which includes the Information
Specialists” Office, Conference Room, and Mail Room.

@ TETRA TECH B-4 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 5
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northeast Date: June 12, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Interior of the janitor’s closet in Wing 1. Duct tape attached to wall on the right side of
the doorway is visible and labeled with the initial screening result (40,000 nanograms
per cubic meter [ng/m’]).

@ TETRA TECH B-5 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 6
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northwest Date: June 12, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Door to the closet located inside Room 2. The closet was one of the locations where
some students played with the mercury and spillage occurred.

@ TETRA TECH B-6 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 7
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

West Date: June 12, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Floormats at the western entrance to Wing 1, which were determined to be a common
source of mercury vapors and, as such, were later bagged and removed from the
building.

@ TETRA TECH B-7 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:

Photographer:

Subject:

. NN =

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 8
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

South Date: June 12, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Interior of the Media Center located in Wing 2.

@ TETRA TECH B-8 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 9
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northwest Date: June 12, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Southeast comer of the Whittaker Gymnasium where mercury concentrations greater
than 50,000 ng/m’ were identified.

@ TETRA TECH B-9 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 10
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

West Date: June 14, 2008

Brian Croft, Tetra Tech Witness:  Dale Vonbusch, Tetra Tech

Interior of the Whittaker Gymnasium, where mercury concentrations greater than
50,000 ng/m® were identified.

@ TETRA TECH B-10 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 11
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

West Date: June 19, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Miscellaneous items removed from the janitor’s closet in Wing 1 to facilitate cleanup
activities there. Items were bagged and later staged outside to allow for heating and
venting to occur.

@ TETRA TECH B-11 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 12
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: South Date: June 12, 2008

Photographer: Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Subject: Staging area located between Wings 1 and 2. This arca was used to stage items

removed from each wing to allow for heating and venting as well as inventorying and
screening activities.

@ TETRA TECH B-12 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:

Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 13
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

West Date: June 14, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Padded mats removed from the Whittaker Gymnasium to allow heating and venting to
occur. The eastern wall of the Whittaker Gymnasium is visible in the background.

@ TETRA TECH B-13 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 14
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: Northwest Date: June 21, 2008

Photographer: Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brian Croft, Tetra Tech

Subject: Epoxy paint being applied as a sealant to the floor of the Whittaker Gymnasium.

@ TETRA TECH B-14 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0081 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 15
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Not applicable Date: June 21, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brian Croft, Tetra Tech

Epoxy paint being applied to the floor of the boy’s room in the Whittaker Gymnasium.

@ TETRA TECH B-15 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:

Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 16
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northwest Date: June 15, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

EPA Mobile Command Post staged in the parking lot on the eastern side of the school.
The area of the blue canopy, visible in the background, was used for the inventorying
and screening personal items as they were brought to the school by local residents.

@ TETRA TECH B-16 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



06/13/2008

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 17
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: West Date: June 13, 2008

Photographer: Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Subject: Area used for the inventorying and screening personal items as they were brought to

the school by local residents. Outlying modular trailers are visible on each side of the
arca and the Whittaker Gymnasium is visible in the background.

@ TETRA TECH B-17 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0081 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 18
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: South Date: June 17, 2008

Photographer: Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Subject: Tetra Tech START using a Lumex to conduct screening for mercury vapor

concentrations associated with personal items contained inside the plastic bag.

@ TETRA TECH B-18 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 19
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Southwest Date: June 15, 2008

Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Media interview being conducted with EPA On Scene Coordinator James Webster and
EPA Community Involvement Coordinator Sherryl Carbonaro. The eastern side of
Wing 1 is visible on the right side of the photograph.

@ TETRA TECH B-19 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 20
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: Northeast Date: June 13, 2008

Photographer: Didi Fung, Tetra Tech Witness:  Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech

Subject: Tetra Tech START conducting vehicle screening using a Lumex. START personnel

were staged in the school parking lot on a daily basis to perform screening of vehicles
and personal items as they arrived from teachers and local residents.

@ TETRA TECH B-20 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 21
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northeast Date: June 17, 2008

Brandon Foskey, Tetra Tech Witness:  Erik Armistead, Tetra Tech

A public forum was held at the West Chatham Middle School in an effort to educate
the public on the dangerous effects of mercury and give parents and teachers a chance
to ask questions and present their concemns.

@ TETRA TECH B-21 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 22
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: East Date: June 20, 2008

Photographer: Unknown Witness:  Unknown

Subject: The front of the residence at 1206 Estates Way. This property was identified as the

source house, and required extensive cleanup efforts, including the removal and
replacement of the washing machine and dryer, sections of carpeting, and a portion of
an interior wall.

@ TETRA TECH B-22 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 23
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: Southeast Date: June 13, 2008

Photographer: Unknown Witness:  Unknown

Subject: Laundry room, where the mercury was stored, inside the residence at 1206 Estates

Way, which was identified as the source house.

@ TETRA TECH B-23 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 24
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location:  Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: Not applicable Date: June 13, 2008

Photographer: Unknown Witness:  Unknown

Subject: Beads of mercury found on the floor of the laundry room inside the residence at 1206

Estates Way, which was identified as the source house.

@ TETRA TECH B-24 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0081 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 25
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: Northeast Date: June 13, 2008

Photographer: Unknown Witness:  Unknown

Subject: Miscellaneous items removed from the residence at 1206 Estates Way, which was

identified as the source house. Items were staged on plastic in the back vard to allow
for heating and venting to occur.

@ TETRA TECH B-25 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



6%,/ 2004

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 26
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0061 Location: Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Orientation: East Date: June 17, 2008

Photographer: Unknown Witness:  Unknown

Subject: ERRS personnel using mercury-cleaning solution in the laundry room inside the

residence at 1206 Estates Way, which was identified as the source house.

@ TETRA TECH B-26 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



TDD Number:

Orientation:
Photographer:

Subject:

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 27
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TTEMI-05-001-0063 Location: Holly Street Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia

Northeast Date: June 16, 2008

Charles Berry, Tetra Tech Witness:  Courtney Roden, Tetra Tech

The front of the residence at 612 Holly Avenue, which required extensive cleanup
efforts, including the removal and replacement of the washing machine, a section of
carpeting, and a vacuum cleaner as well as miscellancous personal items.

TETRA TECH B-27 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 28
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0063 Location: Holly Street Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia
Orientation: Northwest Date: June 16, 2008
Photographer: Charles Berry, Tetra Tech Witness:  Courtney Roden, Tetra Tech
Subject: ERRS personnel removing carpet from the residence at 612 Holly Avenue.

@ TETRA TECH B-28 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH NO. 29
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TDD Number: TTEMI-05-001-0063 Location: Holly Street Mercury Spill
Pooler, Georgia
Orientation: Southeast Date: June 16, 2008
Photographer: Charles Berry, Tetra Tech Witness:  Courtney Roden, Tetra Tech
Subject: ERRS personnel using mercury-cleaning solution to scrub the floors of the residence at

612 Holly Avenue.

@ TETRA TECH B-29 TDD No. TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)



APPENDIX D

PUBLIC MEETING VIDEO
(Electronic copy on DVD)

@ TETRA TECH TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)
TTEMI-05-001-0063 (Holly Street Mercury Spill)



APPENDIX E

TABLE OF WITNESSES
(2 Pages)

@ TETRA TECH TTEMI-05-001-0061 (Pooler Elementary Mercury Spill)
TTEMI-05-001-0063 (Holly Street Mercury Spill)



TABLE OF WITNESSES
POOLER ELEMENTARY AND HOLLY STREET MERCURY SPILLS
POOLER, CHATHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA

Mr. James Webster

On-Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street, 11" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone No.: (404) 562-8769

Mr. Jose Negron

On-Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street, 11" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone No.: (404) 562-8754

Mr. Terrence Byrd

On-Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street, 11" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone No.: (404) 562-8755

Ms. Leigh Lattimore

On-Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street, 11" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone No.: (404) 562-8768

Mr. Jason Booth

On-Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street, 11" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone No.: (404) 562-9126

Ms. Lynette Sholar

On-Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street, 11" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone No.: (404) 562-9126

Mr. Subash Patel

On-Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street, 11" Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303
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Child Brings Mercury to Schoolby Kelly Foster

Wednesday, June 11, 2008

A student brought a potentially dangerous material to his elementary school.

Fire crews and Hazmat were called to Pooler Elementary after a teacher found Mercury in a classroom.
A normal day at school turned into a potentially dangerous day.

A 5th grader brought Mercury from his home chemistry set into his classroom and the gym.

"The teacher noticed that they were kind of huddled around doing something, investigated what was
going on and found out they were playing with Mercury at the time," said Chief Wade Simmons with

Pooler Fire Department.

In all, 18 students and one teacher came in contact with it, causing Hazmat crews to isolate them and
the areas exposed.

"He understood it was Mercury, but | don't think he understood it was a dangerous material he was
using," said Chief Simmons.

Fire crews said the amount of Mercury the child brought to school was so small, in fact less than 4
milliliters. Still they said they didn't want to take any chances.

"The biggest thing with Mercury is to try and get it off your hands and away from your mouth, and the
fact that they did that immediately reduced the risk of the children having any problems at all,
tremendously," said Chief Simmons.

While Mercury is extremely dangerous if ingested, it would take a large amount of exposure to be a
threat.

Firefighters monitored the students and teachers, and parents were sent a voice mail explaining the
situation.

Even so, some worried about their children.

"They just gave it the all clear, they sent a message out on the phone, the firemen said it was all clear.
I'm headed up here, | got to get them," said parent Melissa Lami.

The day ended with the disposal of the Mercury and a lesson in safety.



We found out the Environmental Protection Division is coming to see if there are any remaining traces
of Mercury.

If that's the case, the school may be closed for the EPD inspection.

The Coastal Source will keep you updated on the details as they become available.

(Copyright 2008 WJCL 22/ABC, Fox28/WTGS, The Coastal Source)

Find this article at:
http:/imww.thecoastalsource.com/news/local/19795224 . html

:] Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Environmental crews test air quality at Pooler Elementary School
Posted: June 12, 2008 05:37 PM EDT

Updated: June 16, 2008 11:14 AM EDT
By Brooke Kelley - bio | email

L) | POOLER, GA (WTOC) - Students at Pooler Elementary will have
. another day off tomorrow as environmental crews test and
| cleanup.

This comes after a fifth grader brought between one to two
teaspoons of mercury to school from his home. Even though no
children were hurt, the school's principal says this couldn't have

come at a worse time.

On a normal school day, you would see buses parked outside and students inside at Pooler
Elementary School. But today is far from normal.

Emergency hazmat teams, cleanup crews and officials like Dr. James Webster, are testing the air
quality in all the classrooms for mercury.

"We have found that ambient conditions are elevated above cleanup action levels and based on
that we think we have some mercury in two or three rooms - we need to locate it and clean it
up,”" said Webster,

Because of that, there's no class tomorrow.

Tomorrow is the last day of school for students in Chatham County and the principal Caroline
Gordon-Jelks says this isn't exactly how she wanted to end the school year and is working with
district officials to have an end of the school year event.

"We are trying to find an alternate site that we can have our honors day programs and students
and teachers can say their goodbyes, this is not how we want to end a great school year," said
Jelks.

Gordon-Jelks says the last few days have been hectic dealing with this mercury issue, but she's
pleased with how her staff handled it.

"We enacted our safety team immediately and we worked to put the procedures in place to allow
our students to be safe," Gordon-Jelks said.

The tasks now are cleaning up and finding out why the boy brought mercury to the school in the
first place.

"He is in fifth grade and inquisitive and sometimes good kids make some really bad decisions,
and we have to teach consequences however we established there was no intent of malice," said
Gordon-Jelks.

While environmental crews finish the job of testing and cleaning the school, Gordon-Jelks says
her job is find some way to end the school year on a safe and positive note.

Even though environmentalists are saying it was a small amount of mercury, between one and
two tea spoons, and causes no immediate health concern, students were still asked to bring the
clothes they were wearing yesterday in for testing.
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Mercury
scare
closes
Pooler
school

BY ALDO NAHED
912-652-0448
aldo.nahed@savannahnow.com

The state Environmental Pro-
tectiony Division is investigating
Pooler Elementary School after
a group of fifth-graders was
found. playing with mercury
Wednesday. - : :
" Classes are canceled for today
while an air quality study is
conducted at the school, said
Savannah-Chatham school sys-
tem spokesman Bucky Burnsed.
School staff members were asked
to report for work at Weodville-
Tompkins Technical and Career
Institute. o ‘

Ags a precatitionary measure,
EPD officials asked Pooler stu-
dents to place their school uni-
forms and backpacks outside
their homes Wednesday night

1 & bag to avoid any potential
personal contamination. It was
not clear what was to happen to
the bagged items. |

Officials did not yet know |
Wednesday if classes would
resume Friday. *

The ineident 1 lded‘fabOut |
12:21 p.m. Wednesday when the

SEE MERCURY, PAGE 6A

“There is nothing to be concerned about

in the way ( of the hazardous material.”

Savannah Fire Capt Kevin

Mercury

FROM PAGE 1A

Savannah Fire & Emergency

Services hazardous materials - sch

team was dispatched to assist
Pooler Fire Department crews
already at the school.

One of the children was able
1o obtain some mercury, said
Savannah Fire Capt. Kevin
Tomko. The student took the

~mercury to school from his

home and was showing it to
the other students in his class,
school officials said.

Their teacher mnotified
authorities after seeing the
students playing with the
mercury.

It's unclear where the stu-
dent got the mercury or what
quantity of mercury was in
the student’s possession.

“We do know the parent
involved, the mother of the
child, was-aware of the mer-
cury,” Burnsed said. -

The school immediately
notified parents and staff the
problem was under control,
Burnsed said. Hesaid the
contaminated areas were

“evacuated, and the children’s

hands were washed with soap
and water.
All other students were

‘held in their classrooms until

officials determined there was
no danger.

would arrive in Savannah on
Wednesday night to give the
school a closer look.

* Mercury can evaporate into
a toxic; odorless, colorless gas
when exposed to air, accord--
ing to an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency report.

The air quality study is
being done as a precaution,
said Courtney Cunningham,
Chatham Emergency Man-
agement Agency specialist.

“Any time you have any haz-
ardous materials, you have to
take extra precautions,” Cun-
ningham said. “You want all
your bases covered and that
all hazardous materials are
cleaned up and contained.”

Hazmat gave the mereury
to a company that handles
the element, fire officials said
Wednesday afternoon.

“We assured the school
board there is no lingering .
effect, and there is nothing
to be concerned about in the
way of the hazardous mate-
rial,” Tomko said.

Long-term exposuré to
mercury can cause visual
impairments, memory loss,
skin rashes and mood swings,
according to the EPA.

WHAT IS LIQUID MERCURY?

Pure mercury is a liquid metal, sometimes called

_quicksilver, used to make products such as thermometers,

switches and some light bulbs,
Mercury affects a person’s health if mhaled as avaporand
absorbed through the lungs.

_ Exposures can occur when mercury is spilled or products
that contain elemental mercury break and expose mercury
to the air, particularly in warm or poorly ventilated indoor
spaces. People concerned about exposure to elementaf

fercury should consult a phygsa ‘
. Loulce ! WwWw.Epa.goV




Savannah Morning News | savanmabnow.com | 912-236-9511

Federai response taam blankets Pccler
Elementary; local medical expert says
adverse reactions ‘hlghly unhkely

BY ALDO NAHED :
912-652-0448 @ 3 da.nahed@s{aya:nnahnaw.com

Federal Environmental Protection Agencyofficials on
Thursday worked to clean up mercury residue at Pooler
Elementary School — a day after a student took some of
the potentially dangemus substance to class,

A cleanup and an air quality study were ordered

Wedneﬁday after the fifth-grade boy showed up at school, ’

withat ne«peundma,l of mercury.

ON PAGE 4 Ateachgrsawseyeralsmdams plag
What is liquid . ing with the mercury, confiscated it
mermry?’ . and called authorities.

~ The vial was halffull — the equiva-
lentof ab:mttwm tablespoons — when a hazardous mate:

rials team got to'it, said Dr. Ja;mes Webster, the EPAs,

on-scene coordinator.

“General conditions are somewhat elevated,” Webster
said after scanning the school for the element. “Right
now, we think it's isolated to afew locations.”

Because of the school’s air-conditioning system, high
concentrations of mercury vapor were initially found
throughout the building at 308 Holly Avenue. The
presence of mercury was located in two classrooms, the

SEE MERCURY, PAGE 4A |

‘a brie

officials checked for mercury.

Mercury

FROM PAGE TA

. ~main office, the cafeteria, the

gymnasium and various janito-
rml closets, Webster said.

« "We go to those areas (and)
do a very detailed survey to try

| to ﬁnd those little beads of mer-

Ip..

pery silver liquid, said Chatham -
~ County health officials.

“It’s not what you expect in

~the handling of it,” said Dr.

Diane Weems, chief medical
ofﬁcer ‘In handlmg it, you are

short-term oceurrence
for a small number of children,
she said.

“Thelikelihood of any adverse
reactions is highly unlikely,”
Weems said.

Nonetheless, affected students
are being monitored and their
uniforms and shoes are bemg
scanned for mercury.

There were 18 students in
the classroom where the fifth-

grader took the mercury. All

were being tested and screened,
said Pooler principal Caroline
Gordon-Jelks.

“Sometimes good kids make
bad decisions,” she said. “There
was no intent of malice”

Gotdon-Jelks also said this

. wasnot the way the school staff

Pooler Elementary School remained closed Thursday mormng as

| Friday, June 13, 2008 f

SCHOOL’S out

Classes at Pooler Elementary
School today — the last day of
the school year — are canceled,
school officials said. No -
makeup days will be reqmred

LIQUID MERCURY

Pure mercury is a liquid metal,
sometimes called quicksilver,
used in consumer products such

‘asthermometers, switches and

some light bulbs. Exposure can

~occur when mercury is spilled
~or when products that contain

it break and expose mercury to -
the air, particularly in warm or
poorly ventilated spaces, Anyone
concerned about exposure
should consult a physician.

‘Source WWW. epa gov

and the students wanted to end

the school year. She said an end-

of-year event in the near firture
is being planned.

Officials are saying only that
the mercury came fromthe boy’s
house. Cleanup crews also were
dispatched there on Thursday.

“We are going to move from
there and span out,” Webster
said.. o

Crews will clean, vent and
monitor the school. They expect
to wrap uptheir work sometime

over the weekend.

Mercury cleanup is one of the
most common types of cleanups
for the EPA, Webster said. The
agency responds to $ix to 10
cases a.year.

“Unfortunately, peop]e hke 0
look at it, play with it and carry
it around,” he said.
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Clothes, homes get mercury tests

- EPAstill checking for
contamination after
Pooler Elementary
School incident

BY BRIAN FRANCONE

. 912-652-0374

brian.francone@savannahnow.com

Now in a fifth day of
cleanup work at Pooler
Elementary School, federal
officials are asking anyone

who hasn’t been checked for
mercury exposure to do so.

“We are highly recom-
mending students, parents
and teachers who were at the
school Wednesday, especially
those that attended the dance,
to have their clothing tested,”
Sherryl Carbonaro, a Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
public affairs specialist, saxd
Sunday.

“If they bring the bags to

the school, we will test it for

mercury.”

Last week, parents were
asked to bag their children’s
clothing after a fifth-grade
student was found to have a
one-pound vile of mercuryin
a classroom on Wednesday.

‘A teacher saw several

students playing with. the

mercury, confiscated it and

called autherities. ‘
A Wednesday afternoon

dance went on.as planned,

- but classes at the school were

canceled Thursday and Friday
— the last two days of the aca-

demic vear.
Individuals and families

that have their clothing tested
also are given the option of

having their homes tested
for mercury contamination,
whether their clothing tests
positive or not.

“We had a couple of homes
we were concerned with, and
we are working with those
families to clear up those
concerns,” Carbonaro said.

SEE POOLER, BACK PAGE

LIQUID MERCURY

Pure mercury is a liquid metal,
sometimes called quicksilver,
used in consumer products
such as thermometers,

: switches and some light bulbs

Exposure can occur when
mercury is spilled orwhen
products that contain it break
and expose mercury to the air,
particularly in warm or poorly

© ventilated spaces. Anyone .

concerned about exposure

should consult a physician.
Source: www.epa.gov

materials team got to it, Dr.
James Webster, the EPA’s on-

classrooms, the main ofﬁce,

f ooler

FQ()M pAGE 1C

x,a,rbonam di »net say how '

many pxeces of clothing or how

equwalent of about two table-f

spoons — when a hazardous

- scene coordinator said last’
‘week as testing at the school

got under way.
Because of the school’s air-

conditioning system, high
concentrations of mereury

vapor were initially. found
throughout the building at
308 Holly Ave. The presence
of mercury was located in two

the cafeter}a, th : gymnasium




@ @24 PRINTTHIS
| Powered by @Gld-(almllty

Pooler Elementary Mercury Scare by The Coastal Source

Monday, June 16, 2008

More fallout from the Mercury scare at Pooler Elementary last week.

Parents are still being asked to bring in the clothes, shoes, and backpacks worn by their children the
day of the Mercury scare, including clothes worn that night to the dance.

The Environmental Protection Agency is also asking parents to bring in the vehicles used to drive their
children home from school that day, to be scanned.

Students were exposed to Mercury after a 5th grader brought it to school from a home chemistry set.
CLICK HERE for the story and video

The EPA, health, and education leaders, are holding a meeting on Tuesday, June 17th at 7pm at West
Chatham Middle School, 800 Pine Barren Road in Pooler, to answer parents concerns. (map below)

(Copyright 2008 WJCL 22/ABC, Fox28/WTGS, The Coastal Source)

Find this article at:
http:/imww.thecoastalsource.com/news/local/19985664.html

:] Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Informing the Publicby Jason Davis

Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Dozens of concerned parents are wanting answers and school leaders are attempting to calm their fears about the mercury
spill and cleanup at Pooler Elementary. No one is more upset than Kim Spencer whose son was diagnosed with mercury
poisoning although he received through vaccines several years ago. "It's the most upsetting thing that's happened in our
family lately. We spent thousands of dollars in the past five years to get it out of his system," said Spencer.

The EPA now says about half of the school is free of mercury vapor. "We have cleared one wing of the school. The media
center and we're still working on other portions of the school," said James Webster, PhD from the Environmental Protection
Agency. Meanwhile parents are still bringing in items to be scanned and wondering about the safety of their children.

"l want to know what the after affects are, what | should look for, what | should be worried about or not worried about. I'd like
to leave here knowing everything is okay," said one parent when asked about the mercury spill. And others like Kim Spencer
will still have her doubts even after sitting through this public meeting. "l have no idea about sending my son to summer
school in two weeks just to have that much mercury in the facility where I'm going to send him to school, that is almost
unfathomable."

For now, Spencer is awaiting the results of her son's blood test hoping for no traces of mercury while health experts
continue cleanup the school- and assure the community. The EPA said they plan to keep on scanning for mercury until 5 pm
Thursday and it can go even longer if the demand is there. They plan to have the cleanup process wrapped up by the end of
the week.

(Copyright 2008 WJUCL 22/ABC, Fox28/WTGS, The Coastal Source)

Find this article at:
http:/mww.thecoastalsource.com/news/local/20402669.html

j Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Mercury Spillsby The Coastal Source

Tuesday, June 17, 2008

A Mercury scare shut down a doctors office.

A blood pressure cuff broke last night spilling Mercury on the ground at the Kidney Associates of
Savannah.

Following an EPA inspection, the staff was told to not go inside today.
So they canceled appointments, and aired out the building with fans.

Capt. Matt Stanley, of Savannah Fire, said, "lts not actually the handling of touching it is not so harmfull,
its breathing it. The problem is as you handle it, little bits you can't see will get on your hands, it will get
on your clothes."

No word on whether the building can re-open tomorrow.
Here's what to do if you ever encounter a mercury spill:
« First don't use a broom or vacuum to remove the mercury.
« Turn off air conditioners and ventilate the area to the outside.

o Close off the area from the rest of the building.
o Call the fire department.

Meantime, officials continue to test cars and clothing after the Mercury spill at Pooler Elementary last
week.

Parents are still encouraged to bring backpacks and have their vehicles tested for Mercury.

This spill happened after a fifth grader brought Mercury from his home chemistry set. The school was
then shut down the last two days of the school year.

The EPA is still busy in Pooler The whole school has now been checked although its not completely
cleared.

Plus, 143 homes have to be screened for Mercury. As of this morning, they have checked 45. They've



also checked 89 vehicles, two of them with elevated Mercury levels. They've checked more than 115
personal items, like backpacks.

CLICK HERE for a press release about Mercury Spills

CLICK HERE for video of the Doctor's Office Mercury Spill

CLICK HERE for video of the Pooler Elementary Mercury Scare

(Copyright 2008 WJCL 22/ABC, Fox28/WTGS, The Coastal Source)

Find this article at:
http:/Amww.thecoastalsource.com/news/local/20105054. html

:] Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Are Mercury Spills Cause for Alarm?by Press Release

Tuesday, June 17, 2008

Two recent incidents in the Savannah area have created some concern about mercury exposure, safety, and clean-up.
Savannah Fire and Emergency Services’ Hazardous Materials Team responded to Pooler Elementary School last week
after students were exposed to mercury. Another incident last night at Kidney Specialists of Savannah exposed one adult
patient and the nursing staff to this same treacherous metal. The Hazardous Materials team mitigated the initial clean-up at
both incidents.

Metallic mercury is a natural element with many applications. It is the only metal on earth that occurs in its liquid state at
room temperature and in its pure form is often found in oral thermometers, barometers, sphygmomanometers (blood
pressure testing devices), wall thermostats, some batteries, and even fluorescent light bulbs.

While this form of mercury is not easily absorbed through skin contact or digestion, its vapors can be harmful to your health.
The liquid metal evaporates slowly at normal room temperatures and can cause nervous system disorders with prolonged
exposure to the vapors. Young children are more sensitive to the effects of mercury because their central nervous system
is still developing. Exposure to very high levels of Mercury vapor can cause brain, kidney, and lung damage. Vapor
exposure can also harm developing a fetus.

Some common reversible effects of exposure range from sleep disturbances, tremors, and memory problems with lower
level exposures, to nausea, vomiting, skin rashes and eye irritation with high concentration exposures. These effects are
usually reversible once the exposure is terminated and the mercury has left your body.

Health risks are minimal at the time of the spill; it is the prolonged exposure caused by improper clean-up that creates the
risk. If you have a mercury spill in your home or office, there are a number of steps your can take to reduce the risk of
prolonged exposure.

¢ Remove as much of the liquid mercury as possible by:
o} Rolling it into a dust pan
0] Rolling it onto a sheet of paper
0] Picking it up with an eye dropper

Never use a broom or vacuum cleaner to remove the mercury.

¢ Move the collected material into a plastic bag or airtight container
0] The paper, dust pan, or eye dropper should also be bagged for disposal

e Turn off central air conditioning systems

e Ventilate the area to the outside and close it off from the rest of the building
0] Use fans to speed the ventilation

e Contact your local health department and fire department.

e Do not simply discard the product in the trash. Seek professional assistance.

These and other mercury safety tips can be found on our website at www.savannahfire.org.



(Copyright 2008 WJCL 22/ABC, Fox28/WTGS, The Coastal Source)

Find this article at:
http:/Amww.thecoastalsource.com/news/local/20026499. html

:] Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Savannah, Georgia

Public meeting addresses mercury scare
Posted: June 17, 2008 11:09 PM EDT

Updated: June 23, 2008 10:07 AM EDT
. By Christy Hutchings - bio | email

= POOLER, GA (WTOC) - It's been almost a week since the mercury
scare at Pooler Elementary School and parents are finally getting
answers to the questions they've been asking.

Tuesday night officials from the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), the health department, and schools held a public meeting
at West Chatham Middle School to answer as many questions as

they could about the mercury spilled in Pooler Elementary last Wednesday. See Environmental

crews test air quality at Pooler Elementary School.

Parents sat quietly through the EPA's presentation on the facts about mercury and exactly what
was being done at Pooler Elementary school.

James Webster, Federal On-Scene Coordinator for EPA, estimates the school will be clear by the
end of the week. Traces of mercury were still showing in some of the classrooms and the
gymnasium.

During the past week the EPA also has asked that parents bring any items their child may have
had on that day, book bags, any personal items and even their cars back to Pooler Elementary to
be tested for Mercury. So far only two cars have tested for it, one of which belonged to the
parent of the student that brought the mercury to school.

EPA is also checking student's homes. Two homes have tested positive for mercury and at least
five washing machines had to be removed or decontaminated.

However, officials say even though there are traces of mercury on students clothes doesn't mean
anyone is at great danger.

Dr. Diane Weems with the Coastal Health District said, "It's highly unlikely there would be a long
term adverse consequences from this particular exposure." There just wasn't enough and
everyone is airing on the side of caution.

Parents seemed to be at ease about their children's health, but still wanted to know why didn't
the school administration evacuate students and send them home sooner? And why did they still
host a dance in the building just hours after the mercury release?

Otis Brock with the school district says this is something they hadn't dealt with before and that
Pooler Elementary followed all the current system guidelines.

As for the dance, Brock said hazmat cleared the building and said it was safe to re-enter. It
wasn't until the Environmental Protection Agency experts got involved that they said everyone
needed to be out.

Immediately students were sent home from the dance and the school was shut down again.

For the most part parents seemed to understand, everyone left knowing that this was a learning
experience for those involved and now everyone knows how to handle a mercury spill.



"We used to not know how dangerous it was," said Althea Barre, whose daughter is in the 2nd
grade at Pooler Elementary, "I think that they're trying to be precautious to make sure the
children are safe and make sure everybody is going to be ok. I believe they're following the right
precautions.”

If parents haven't brought their children's clothes in to be tested or had their vehicles tested they
can do so Thursday at 5pm at Pooler Elementary School.

As for the parents that have already turned clothes, book bags or other items in. The EPA will
contact you to let you know if you can have those items back or if they will have to be destroyed.
Items destroyed will be replaced.

& WorLpNow

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2008 WorldNow and WTOC, a Raycom Media station. All Rights Reserved.
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Parents meet W|th responders at Paoler school
days after toxic incident involving student

BY MICHAEL ATKINS
912-652-0360
michael.atkins@savannahnow.com

_Nearly 100 parents of Pooler Elemen-
tary School students got alesson in the .
dangers of mercury spills Tuesday eve-
ning, less than a week after fifth-graders

‘were found in a classroom playing with

the toxic liquid metal.

Many who'attended a meeting with
health and hazardous material han-
“dlers at West Chatham Middle School

also voiced concerns — most notably
regarding a dance that took place at

Pooler Elementary vnly hours after the

rcury concerns addressed

midday mercury spill last Wednesday.
Federal Environmental Protection
Agency responders discovered the next

_ day that the airborne mercury concen-
“tration of vapors in some areas of the

gymnasinm measured 100,000 parts
pertrillion.

The agency’s “action Ievel” — although
conservative — is 1,000 parts per tril-

Tion.

“I would never have let him go to the
dance party if we had been notified
properly,” Yo

yung Kim said after the

meetmg .

Hisson, a kmdergartner, was wearing
clothes that later tested positive for the
presence of mereury.

“We are very careful about this — we
only eat certain types of fish because
mercury is dangerous,” he added.

Otis Brock, operations chief for
Savannah-Chatham public schools,
said the afternoon dance had been given
the go-ahead by the Savannah Fire &

SEE MERCURY, PAGE 3A
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Emergency Servi eshazardaus
materials team.

Onee the Chatham En
gency-Managemen ency
contacted the I nd the
EPA said-a full-scale investiga-
| tion was necessary; the dance
| was called off, Brock said.

“Certainly if we could go back
| irvtime and do it all over again,

wewouldn’thave had thedance,”

he said. “But once we had the
| all-clear, it wasback to business
as usual. Our hazmat team did
everything they're supposed to
do — mercuryis just something
new to our emergency response
community.”

EPA mcldent commander
. James Webster agreed.

“It sounds to me like the pro-
cedures were followed exactly
. how they should have been,”
i he said.
. The concessions and assur-
ances did little to placate par-
ents like Christina Moore:

“Ieantbelieve that dance did
not get canceled,” said Moore,
whose first-grade son did not
attend the social gathering, “T

understand they have proce-

ON THE WEB
Read tips to safeguard

yourself after a
@ ‘mercury spill. Go to
savannahnow.com/
news and click on this story.

dures in place, but they aren’t
enough.”

- Dr., Diane Weems, chief
medical officer with the Cha-
tham County Health Depart-

' ment, said the longer someone is

exposed to mercury Vapors, the

greater chance of experiencing

- .symptoms such as nausea, vom-
iting, diarrhea and irritation of
the skin or eyes.

 “Given the levels that were

'measured and the brevity of

exposure from this particular
event, it’s highly unlikely it
would cause adverse reactxons,
Weems said.

Meanwhile, about 30
contractors and technicians
— most of them from Atlanta
and Jacksonville, Fla. — arestill
at Pooler Elementary, engaged
in exhaustive rounds of testing
mercury levels, bunting down

-every tiny bead of the spillage,
and airing out the complex.

Crews also have screened 89
vehicles (two tested above the
action level), 55 homes (two
were found to contain elevated

levels), and clothing from 155
families. :
Wsaslowand dehberai:e pmm
cess, but Webster expectsit tobe
over by the end of the week.
Latest readings show elevated

‘mercury concentrations in three

areas — including the classroom
where the student spilled the
one-pound vile of mercury.
“We’'ll take a whole day to
do the clearance,” he said. “The
rooms will be sealed up over-
night, and we'llgoin everyroom
and take a reading every hour
over-an eight-hour period. If
there’s a rebound, we'll see it
During the last half of Tues-
day evenings meeting, parents
passed forward slips: of paper

-with questions.

One asked whéthér the st

dent who brought the mercury
~ would be punished. Brock said

meetings with the student’s
parents had taken place, but
any disciplinary action would
not be made public.

Another said a child had
experienced tingling skin.

‘Weems said a physician should

be consulted.

Finally, a parent ques-
tioned how urgently Webster
responded the day of the spill.

His response: “I drove 85

miles an hour”




Mercury |
Treat it like
lead paint

BY MICHAEL ATK‘NS
912-652-0360
‘michael.atkins@savannahnow.com

It wasn't all that long ago that

mercury was commonly found in-
household thermostats, wristwatch
batteries and the chemwtry sets’

children tinkered with.

But two recent mercury spills

— one inside an elementary school

and another at a midtown Savan-

nah doctor’s office — have sparked

“afederal response and have alerted
local officials to the é;mgers posed
by the liquid metal.

Dr. Diane Weems likened mer- i
cury to the lead paint once used |
without hesitation on homes and 1y

even baby cribs.
“The silver lini
this is the opportunit 0 educate

SEE ME&C@R’%‘;’ @AG‘E 8&

n June 11, a group of fifth-
graders was found playing with

- the contents of a one-pound -
. vial of mercury in a classroom
‘at Pooler Elementary School.

Hazardous-material crews
cleaned up the spillage, but
not before vapors had spread
to other rooms through the
building’s ventilation system.

Five days later, a patient at
) v Specialists of Savan-

parently knocked over

“the “action level” is lower in

schools, for instance, than
industrial settings.”

- “We have different stan—«
dards for different categories

of people,” said Webster, the
EPAs on-site coordinator
at Pooler Elementary. “We

«consider children a high-risk

category.”
Those with

medieal cot

wise vulner,

pre-ex1stmg
ons are hke-

“ 1o the substance as “short-
cterm” and said his clothes

Emergency Services
terized the patient’s exposure

have since been collected-and
examined by environmental
crews, _

- As for how the device broke,
*we don’t know specifically,
but the patient may have been

clear in Pooler, before EPA

responded — fail to identify

“the threat that xnv;s;ble_
_vapors posed?:
Webster, said the steps

school officials took were
appropriate — such as alerting

local hazmat crews and then
contacting state and federal

agencies — in the immediate

aftermath of the an»campusﬁ

incident.

“They isolated the chﬂdrenf '

seized the' sou e," ;

~‘What that persan du} o

$40,000 mercury analyzer. \

olerspill? =~

- Otis Brock, Gperatmnsr jef
for Savannah-Chatham public
schools, said any disci

so they understand the impot-
tance and unfortunate result of

\%H the EPA return to
Pooler Elementary before
classes resume in the fall?

“*Once we clear a school,”

 Webster said, “we generally

do not come back unless they
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NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER INCIDENT REPORT NO. 873821
(Three Pages)
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TTEMI-05-001-0063 (Holly Street Mercury Spill)
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NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER 1-800-424-8802

*** For Public Use *%%

Information released to a third party shall comply with any

applicable fedaeral and/or state Freedem of Information and Privacy Laws

Incident Report # 873821

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION

*Raport taken at 15:47 on 11-JUN-08

Incident Type: FIXED

Incident Cause: OPERATOR ERROR

Affected Area:

The incident occurred on 11-JUN-08 at 12:00 local time.

Affected Medium: OTHER SCHOCL

SUSPECTED RESPONSIBLE PARTY

Organization: POOLER ELEMENTARY
POOLER, GA

Type of Organization: LOCAL GOVERMNMENT

INCIDENT LOCATION

County: CHATHAM
City: POOLER State: GA
POOLER ELEMENTARY

RELEASED MATERIAL (S)
CHRIS Code: MCR Official Material NWame: MERCURY
Also Known As:

Qty Releasged: 3 QUNCE (S)

DESCRIPTICN OF INCIDENT
CALLER IS REPORTING A RELEASE QF MERCURY AT PCOLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DUE TO
A STUDENT BRINGING IN A JAR CONTAINING 2 TO 2 QUNCES, APPROXIMATELY .5
QUNCES WERE RELEASED ONTCO THE FLOOR.

INCIDENT DETAILS

Package: N/A

Building ID:

Type of Fixed Object: SCHOOL
Power Generating Facility: NO
Generating Capacity:

Type of Fuel:

NPDES:

NPDES Compliance: UNEKMNOWHN

DAMAGES
Fire Invelved: NO Fire Extinguished: UNKNOWN

INJURIES: NO Hospitalized: Empl/Crew: Passenger:

http://www.nre.uscg.mil/reports/rwserviet?standard_web+ine_seq=873821 8/9/2008



FATALITIES: HO Empl/Crew: Passenger:
EVACUATIONS: NC Who Evacuated: Radius/Area:
Damages: NO

Length of
Closure Tvpe Description of Closure Closure
Air: N
Road: N

Waterway: N
Track: N

Passengers Transferred: NO
Envircnmental Impact: NO

Media Interast: LOW Community Impact dus to Material:

Page 2 of 3

Occupant:

Direction of
Closure

M
Ar

REMEDIATL, ACTIONS

CONTAMINATED AREA AND PEOPLE (TWO CLASSROOMS) WERE CLEANED BUT NOT IN ACCORDANCE

WITH EPA PROTOCOL.

Release Secured: YES
Release Rate:

Estimated Ralease Duration:

WEATHER

Weather: UNKNOWN, °F

ADDITIONAL AGENCIES NOTIFIED

Faderal: NONE

State/Local: CHATCHAM EM, SAVANNAH FD/HAZMAT
State/Local On Scene: CHATCHAM EM, SAVANNAH FD/HAZMAT
State Agency Number: 52723

NOTIFICATIONS BY NRC
USCG ICC (ICC CNI)

 11-JUN-08 15:58

CHEM SAFETY AND HAZARD INVEST BOARD (MAIN OFFICE)
11-JUN-08 15:58

DOT CRISIS MANAGEMENT CENTER {MAIN OFFICE)
11-JUN-08 15:58

EPA OEM {(MAIN CFFICE)
11-JUN-08 16:03

U.8. EPA IV (MAIN OFFICE)
11-JUN-08 16:01

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE COCRD CTR (MAIN OFFICE)
11-JUN-08 15:58

NOAA RPTS FOR GA (MAIN OFFICE)
11-JUN-08 15:58

SC EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DIVISION (MAIN OFFICE)
11-JUN-08 15:58

http://www.nrc.uscg mil/reports/rwservlet?standard_web+inc_seq=873821
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SECTICR CHARLESTON (COMMAND CENTER)
11~JUN-08 15:58

SECTOR CHARLESTON (MSU SAVANNAH)
11-JUN-08 16:00

GEORGIA EMERGENCY MNCMT AGENCY (MAIN OFFICE)
11-JUN-08 15:58

SC DEPT OF ENV CNTL ATTN: ERS (MAIN COFFICE)
11-JUN-08 15:58

ADDITIONAL INFCRMATION
PLEASE CONTACT REPORTING PARTY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

**+ END INCIDENT REPORT # 873821 * ke k

http://www.nrc.uscg. mil/reports/rwserviet?standard_web+inc_seq=873821 8/9/2008





